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Excellencies,
Distinguished colleagues,
Ladies and gentlemen,

· Information and Communication Technologies (ICTs) underpin almost every single activity undertaken in the modern world. As a result, today the great majority of the world’s people are dependent in some way on ICT networks and applications – even when they do not themselves have first-hand access to ICTs.

· As the UN specialized agency with responsibility for ICTs, ITU plays a key role in ICT regulation, standardization and development, and is firmly committed to connecting all the world’s people – wherever they live, and whatever their circumstances.

· We have made huge progress in past two decades. Today, we have close to five billion mobile cellular subscriptions worldwide. However, we have an issue of “digital divide” that three quarters of the world’s population still have no access to the Internet, and broadband penetration in developing countries remains well under 5%.

· So we need to roll out ICT networks across the developing world. But we also need to make sure that people can use the technology we make available. We need to take our most abundant natural resource – human brainpower – and channel it in the right direction.

· This is particularly important in the field of education – which will increasingly depend on the use of ICTs, and where ICTs will themselves be the key platform for transmitting ICT expertise to future generations.

· In this regard, it is absolutely vital to keep up with advances in technology – both as teaching aids and as something to be taught. And we need to train people not just for the jobs which are available today, but for future jobs which don’t even exist yet.

· We need to bring ICT literacy to the heart of national curricula. Because ICT education doesn’t just mean being able to use ICTs, but means getting real, tangible benefits right across society – from increased innovation, to improved healthcare, to greener societies, to more robust economies.

Ladies and gentlemen,

· As outlined in the WSIS Outcome of the Geneva Declaration of Principles:

-
The use of ICTs in all stages of education, training and human resource development should be promoted, taking into account the special needs of persons with disabilities and disadvantaged and vulnerable groups.

-
Continuous and adult education, re-training, life-long learning, distance-learning and other special services, such as telemedicine, can make an essential contribution to employability and help people benefit from the new opportunities offered by ICTs for traditional jobs, self-employment and new professions. Awareness and literacy in ICTs are an essential foundation in this regard.

· We are witnessing an extraordinary change in the way education is delivered around the world, and this is perhaps the biggest shift in the way knowledge is transmitted across generations since the founding of the first great ancient higher-learning institutions.

· Here in China, that means looking back over two thousand years, to the establishment of Taixue in 3 AD, which was later replaced by the Guozijian. We also have the distant precursor of Nanjing University, the National Central University, which was founded in 259 AD.

· These illustrious institutions, along with those in the west – following the founding of the first European Universities in Bologna, in France and Oxford in the United Kingdom at the end of the 11th century – share a common approach to the dissemination of knowledge.

· This approach – which is essentially that of ‘lecturer’ and ‘lectured-to’ – has hardly changed in centuries. Indeed, we have illustrations of lectures from universities in medieval times which could just as easily have been representations of universities around the world today – with just a simple change of the costumes.

· However, this model is in the process of being torn apart: by the death of distance, and by the democratization of information and knowledge.

· Distance learning is not so very new; it took off with the establishment of widespread and affordable postal services in the 19th century. The arrival of radio and television in the 20th century gave it a huge boost, however, notably with the founding of the world’s first Open University in the UK in 1969.

· And we are now seeing an extraordinary proliferation in distance learning as increasing numbers of people around the world have access to the internet. So much so, that the world’s biggest universities are now the Indira Gandhi National Open University in New Delhi, India, which has an astonishing three million students enrolled, and the Allama Iqbal Open University in Islamabad, Pakistan, which has 1.8 million students enrolled.

· The death of distance has been in no small part a result of ITU’s standards work. Indeed, we can honestly say that if it wasn’t for the work of ITU we would not be able to make a call from one side of the world to another, and the internet would not work in the way that we now take for granted.

· ITU’s work is now facilitating the so-called next generation network, characterized by applications such as IPTV, video conferencing and other remote working technologies. This is reducing distance, and putting information at our fingertips, and our friends and colleagues on our doorsteps.

· Along with the death of distance, ICTs have also played a huge role in disseminating information and knowledge in new and exciting ways. Indeed, the whole nature of education is changing, as it becomes more accessible, more affordable and more widespread. As the WikiEducator website says, we are now ‘turning the digital divide into digital dividends’.

· This is being achieved in part through the ‘Open Education’ movement, which is making further education not just affordable but free, potentially for hundreds of millions of people, and arguably for the first time in history.

Distinguished colleagues,

· I would also like to highlight the possibility of using interactive multimedia digital TV for the purposes of education, and in particular for persons with disabilities. This technology enables access to education without people needing to leave their homes.
· One of the technological features associated with similar multimedia services (the return channel) is being provided by China’s ZTE company within the framework of the pilot project on the creation of the IMDB network now being implemented in the Kyrgyz Republic. The project was developed under ITU’s CIS Regional Initiatives.
· ITU’s Radiocommunication Bureau, BR, continues to ensure the effective management of the radio frequency spectrum and satellite orbits to make sure that this common and limited resource is used in the most efficient manner and all services operate without interfering with each other. BR also leads the development of common technical standards which, through the economy of scale.
· A digital television revolution is taking place in all countries around the globe. The revolution brings an exciting future with many more and better quality services: High Definition television is already here, and 3-D television is not far over the horizon.

· ITU assists all countries, and in particular developing countries, in their transition from analogue to digital broadcasting and digital television.

Ladies and gentlemen,

· Now, I would like to tell you about ITU’s specific work in human capacity-building around the world.

· ITU itself is an important source of information, education and training in ICTs, in particular through the ITU Academy, which streamlines our numerous capacity-building efforts in the area of ICTs and telecommunications.

· We offer training in a wide range of ICT-related subjects, including broadband wireless access; cybersecurity; competition and price regulation; IPTV and Mobile TV; national ICT strategies; next generation networks; regulatory reform; and spectrum management – among others.

· Supporting the ITU Academy initiative are a number of our front-line training partners, including more than 60 Centres of Excellence distributed around the world and about 80 Internet Training Centres in 62 nations, 22 of which are UN-designated Least Developed Countries (LDCs), all key players in delivering education, training and information.

· The ITU Academy portal at http://academy.itu.int allows for a single access point to ITU training interventions.

An ITU’s ICT•LEARN event will take place in Busan, Korea, from 30 November to 3 December 2010. ICT Learn is a global forum on the impact that ICTs are having on learning and development, and I am personally very excited about the event, and I would like to invite you to participate at this event.

· In addition to our work on capacity building, ITU is supporting its members to connect all primary, secondary and post-secondary schools to ICTs by 2015. We are doing this through the latest ITU Telecommunication Development Sector Flagship Initiative, Connect a School, Connect a Community.

· Connect a  School, Connect a Community is a public-private partnership launched by ITU to promote broadband Internet connectivity for schools in developing countries around the world.

Distinguished colleagues,

· I am optimistic that we are on the right path towards creating sustainable ICT education, and that in the process of so doing we will create fairer, more equitable and better-balanced societies. Societies where each member can access the wealth of information and knowledge which is made possible and available through the power of ICTs.

· So let’s do our part, and work to make sure ICT education is sustainable, and thereby create a better world for our children.

Thank you.








